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Safety Recommendation

Dote: JUll 07 20l0l
In reply refer to: P-07-01

Vice Adrniral Thomas J. Barrett
Administrator
Pipeline and Hazardous Materiars safety Adminishation
U.S. Depurtment of Transportation
1200 New Jerscy Avcnue,SE
East Building, Sccond Floor (pH)
Washington, DC 205g0

on Docember 13, 2005, at 9:26 4.m., an apartment building explodecl in Bergentiold,Ncw Jcrsey, after natural gas migrated jnto- the buil&ng from a darnaged pipeline. safety Boardinvestigators found a ureik in it tl4-;nch steer r;ffift;; distriburion scrvice tine that wasopcrating at ll l/Z.pounds per square inch, gauge. nilrean ocsuned at rn undogroundI'hreaded tee connection downstream from whed ex;auaton were removing an oil tank that wasburicd under thc asphalt qa*ilg lot adjaccnt to the building. The break occured, under rheparking lot, about 7 feet 4 inchls fromthe building's *utt,1tr", residents of the apartmcntbuild.ing wcrc killcd. Four residente ond a tank romoval worker werc injurcd and transporled tohospitols.'

Thc National Tlansportation Safety Board detcrmincd that the probable cause of theDecember 13,2005, natural gas explosion and fire in nergenfield, Ncw Jersey, was fte fnilure ofthc American Tank Scrvicctompany to aclaluately protoct the natural gas service line fiomshilting soil-during cxcavation, *trictr resultcd in damage ro the service line and the reloaeo andmigration of natural gas into thc apartmcnt buitding. cJnrriuuiing to the &cident was the failurcof the Puhlic service Blsctric ana bas company ro conducr effeciive oversigtriof thc excavationactivities adjaccnt to the gas service line ond to be preporcd to pmmptty shut off the flow ofnatural gas aflcr the service tine was damagcd. contriilutin! m tn" sasualties in ths accident wasthc failure'of thc Bergenfielel Fire Departmcnt to evacuate thc aportmcnt building despito rhestrong ovidcnce of a natursl gas leak anb tne potentiar iorlu* io rigrte inro the building.

I For additional informrtio.n, 3€c Naturd Gas Senice Line Ereak-and,su-h-srquatr Erplarion antl Fire,sergenfictd' New rersev' -t);";;i;;ii, iiliI, ilip"iilsft;i&iifi.flIirsnnnr.!?7ir1"rrv*Tifri.n, Dc, NrsB,200?), svairobre gn $g N;iioiii'"'Tffi;fi;ft;'"'"iiro Boardis uigu sirc 8r<h@l/&ruuntrbcqgpuhlierneiiiizneiioio il,;o r'.
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